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Knoxville Regional Transportation Planning Organization 
Annual List of Obligated Projects 

Introduction 

The Knoxville Regional Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) is the federally designated 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) required to carry out transportation planning for the TPO 
planning area. This area is based on the federally designated Knoxville Urbanized Area (UZA) that 
includes a number of jurisdictions, namely the City of Knoxville, Knox County, and parts of Anderson, 
Blount, Loudon, and Sevier Counties. The Knoxville TPO Planning Area encompasses the existing 
Knoxville UZA, along with contiguous area expected to be urbanized within 20-years. The planning area 
largely determines where federally obligated money can be spent. 

Map of 2010 Knoxville TPO Planning Area 
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Purpose of This Report 

The Knoxville TPO, according to the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21), is 
required to publish an annual listing of obligated projects for which federal funds have been given in 
the preceding year, including pedestrian and bicycle projects. The list of obligated projects is made 
available by the cooperative effort of the State, transit operators, and the metropolitan planning 
organization for review.  

The annual listing of obligated projects for 
fiscal year 2015 are projects from the 
2014-2017 Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP) or prior TIP’s. This program 
was developed in consultation with the 
Tennessee Department of Transportation 
(TDOT), Federal Highway Administration, 
Federal Transit Administration, and 
Environmental Protection Agency and 
adopted in October 2013 by the Executive 
Board. 

Two terms of importance used throughout 
the report are programmed and obligated 
funds. Programmed funds are funds that 
have been identified in the TIP for a 
particular project and phase. This is similar 
to writing a check from a banking account 
for the amount of the project phase listed 
in the TIP. Obligated funds are funds that 
have been committed to the project phase 
by the Federal government. The funds for 
the project phase are considered 
obligated when the check is cashed. 
Obligated projects are not necessarily 
initiated or completed in the same fiscal 
year and the amount of the obligation 
may not necessarily equal the total cost of  
the project. 
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Knoxville TPO Obligations History (Fiscal Years 2008-2015) 

Projects programmed in the TIP for fiscal year 2015 totaled $271.5 million, a 13.5 percent decrease 
over programmed costs in 2014. This year, $64.5 million, or 23.7 percent of the programmed amount 
was obligated (Figure 1).  

Some of the larger obligated projects this year were the Halls Connector project ($11.2 million), 
interchange improvements at North Broadway ($10.1 million), Chapman Highway improvements ($5.8 
million), and interchange improvements at Dixie Lee Junction ($4.0 million). These four projects 
accounted for 50 percent of the total amount obligated in 2015.  

Starting in 2013, programmed amounts dramatically increased over the last three years as work on 
larger projects began. Examples of these are the widening of Maynardville Hwy ($62.6 million), Henley 
Street Bridge ($36.6 million), and Cumberland Ave Streetscape ($22.8 million). 
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Summary of Fiscal Year 2015 Obligated Projects 

Obligations by Programming Authority 
Programming authority of federal funds is authorized by Congress to assist in construction, 
reconstruction, and improvement of transportation systems from highway/roadway projects, transit 
related projects, and pedestrian or bicycle improvements.  

In 2015, $64.5 million in federal funds were obligated in the TPO Planning Area. TDOT authorized $45 
million, or 70 percent of the funds, while the TPO authorized the remaining $19.5 million (Figure 2). 
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Obligations by Funding Source 
The federal government provides multiple funding sources for the construction and preservation of 
state and local transportation infrastructure. The types of projects vary from new roadways, widening 
of existing roadways, intersection improvements, bridges, and general roadway maintenance. Other 
projects covered under federal funding are bicycle, pedestrian, and transit.    

National Highway Performance Program (NHPP) funding accounted for the largest share (36 percent) 
of total obligations in fiscal year 2015 with $23.4 million (Figure 3). NHPP funds are used by States to 
provide support for the condition and performance of the National Highway System through activities 
such as construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, preservation, and operation improvements. The 
second largest obligated amount was Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) with $12.2 million 
(18.9 percent), and Transit funding, which includes Section 5307, Section 5309, Section 5310, Section 
5316, and Section 5317 followed with $12.0 million (18.7 percent).  

The remaining funding sources listed are Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ), Surface 
Transportation Program (STP), National Highway Safety (NHS), Penalty Highway Safety Improvement 
Program (PHSIP), and Other includes funds from Bridge Replacement and Rehabilitation, Interstate 
Maintenance, and Enhancement.  
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Obligations by System Type 
There are many systems comprising a local transportation network including interstate highways, state 
highways, county roads, local roads, transit, and bicycle/pedestrian facilities. The type of system plays 
a major role in funding eligibility. The largest amount of funds obligated were to state routes (45 
percent), while Interstate and Transit tied for second with 19 percent each (Figure 4). 
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